To summarize what has been said?
The relation of soil to cholera is peculiar, inasmuch that while its specific germ is unable to long survive in ordinary states of soil, still it can retain its vitality, increase in growth, and, too, assume a spore or resting stage on or near the surface of mud, or on banks of rivers or ponds, and in soil rich in vegetable debris, more or less free from putrefactive products, and in a constantly moist state short of saturation. In many of its soil needs, the cholera bacilli betray a close affinity to yellow fever ; with, however, the distinction that the latter has a marked predilection for marine mud and soil, while the germ of cholera is essentially an inhabitant of fresh-water riparian soils.
It is probable that the abililty of the cholera bacilli to thrive under these conditions is not due to any special 
